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Cabinet, and some little conversation of a general character,
Mr. Seward remarked to the President that if there was
nothing further he would leave. I suggested that he had
better remain until we all left, for, having gone a little in
advance of the others a few days ago, he failed to get his
name into a discussion when he as well as the rest of us was
cognizant of the facts. "Ah, yes," said he, "I read in the
papers that there had been consultation here when I was
notinvited." " Well, then," said I, " remain now. Iwanted
you to bear testimony to the interview which we all wit-
nessed, and as you have read the statement, to affirm
whether it is, or is not, substantially correct." He evaded
a direct answer, hoped he should be present when the sub-
ject was again discussed. I told him this would not answer,
and unless he controverted, or questioned, the statement
or some part of it, he must be considered as affirming it.
Without making any reply, he went for his overcoat. The
President remarked with a smile, after Seward left, that
I was not inclined to let Seward go without showing his
hand with the rest. He said he had not seen Grant since
he returned from Richmond. Whether he felt that he
had not done exactly right, or that he did not want an
interview until he advised Stanton to resign, or from what
cause, he could not say, but he had absented himself. The
President then related the interview between himself and
Generals Grant and Sherman, also produced a letter from
the latter, apologizing for not having seen Stanton as pro-
mised, because he was obliged to go to Annapolis to fulfill
an engagement and Grant was obliged to go to Richmond,
but the subject should receive attention when they re-
turned.

January 29, Wednesday. The first general reception of
Mrs. Welles took place last evening. There was a large and
pleasant company. All appeared to enjoy themselves. The
President and his daughter, Mrs. Stover, with ladies visit-